EARL  HAIG
CHAPTER   I
A HAIG OF BEMERSYDE
DOUGLAS HAIG was of Fife parentage, and more remotely of
Border descent. He was born on June 19, 1861, at 24,
Charlotte Square, Edinburgh, the son of Mr. John Haig, of
Cameron Bridge, and of Rachel., daughter of Mr. Hugh Veitch,
of Stewartfield, Midlothian.
The boy, who was destined to become one of the greatest
figures in his country, sprang from a race of fighters, for he was
collaterally descended from the Haigs of Bemersyde whose
pedigree had early Norman roots, and it has been claimed that
the family was of even more venerable origin, dating back to
the Picts. There are written records that Haigs were living
on Tweedside before the thirteenth century, when Petrus de
Haga (1150-1200) was the head of the family, who died when
William the Lion was on the throne. A de Haga enlisted under
Richard I for the Third Crusade.
Even at that early date the Haigs were established at
Bemersyde, and it was their reputation for stability and holding
their own that led Thomas the Rhymer (Ercildoun) to pen a
prophecy :
" Tyde what may betyde,
Haig shall be Haig of Bemersyde."
Haigs fought at Bannockburn (1314) and shared in the
glory of leaving 30,000 English dead on the stricken field. They